Public Involvement Overview

November 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 19
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 48
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau
Presentation/Events 15
Neighborhood Boards 11
TAC 0
Community meetings 0

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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"We've been in Hawaii for 25-plus years doing a wide variety of work including quite a bit of work in
that part of the world — the West Oahu area," he said. "When you have both the local knowledge and
yet the technical expertise in having done similar work — that's probably what, in my mind anyway,
gave us some advantage."

Kiewit Pacific is a wholly owned subsidiary of the privately owned Omaha, Neb.-based Kiewit Corp.
The parent company was formed in 1884 by brothers Peter and Andrew Kiewit. Today, the employee-
owned company is ranked fifth in a list of the top 400 U.S. contractors. according to Engineering
News-Record, a weekly trade magazine. Overall, Kiewit had $8 billion in revenue last year.

Locally, Kiewit had sales of about $125 million and about 440 employees last year, Wilhelm said.

Kiewit's contract is for construction of the first phase of the rail project, which will run from Kapolei to
Pearl Highlands near Leeward Community College. Later phases will connect that line to Ala Moana
Center.

$260M in contracts

Kiewit has received at least $260 million in state and city work in recent years, according to a search
of state and city contracts. Those jobs include work on the North-South Road and the Department of
Hawaiian Home Lands office, which opened in May 2008 in Kapolei.

DHHL spokesman Lloyd Yonenaka said Kiewit built the agency's 50,000-square-foot, $20 million
headquarters in Kapolei and installed roads, sewer and water lines for a housing development in
upcountry Maui for the agency .

"The building came in within budget and on time," Yonenaka said. "The project on Maui — same
thing. We can only give them high marks."

For Kiewit, the Honolulu transit deal is the company's biggest Hawaii contract. It's also likely to
significantly raise the company's profile in the community.

"We've actually been kind of under the radar, which is OK," Wilhelm said. "l guess that's over for the
time being."

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20091102/NEWS01/91102... 11/2/2009
AR00080429
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possibly some private property. He said officials hope that they won't have to do this.

"One of the things that we committed to the governor is that we're not going to take private property if
not absolutely necessary," Sniffen said.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20091119/NEWS09/911190327/Traffic-easin... 11/19/2009
AR00080468
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The city did not follow through with plans to build a train system in the 1980s or 1990s. However, plans
to build a train were Kick-started after Mayor Mufi Hannemann took office in 2005.

City Council member Gary Okino said findings from studies conducted during the 1980s and 1990s
remain valid today. If anything, an increase in traffic congestion since the 1980s makes at-grade rail
even less attractive today, Okino said.

Because an elevated train operates on an exclusive right of way, it can operate at higher speeds and
generate higher ridership . In contrast, a cheaper-to-build at-grade train would generate lower
ridership while increasing traffic congestion, Okino said.

"There's a tremendous difference in terms of costs, efficiency, speed, capacity, everything," he said. "I
don't care what kind of studies you do, or how technology has changed. There's no comparison
between an elevated and an at-grade system."”

The most recent study of an at-grade Honolulu rail system was conducted this spring by New Jersey
transportation consultant Phil Craig for the Kamehameha Schools. Honolulu could save an estimated
$1.7 billion by building about half of its planned elevated commuter train system at ground level,
according to the study.

Craig proposed building the train system at ground level from East Kapolei to Waipahu and from
Middle Street to Ala Moana Center. Only the segment from Waipahu to Middle Street, or about 10 out
of a total 20 miles, would be built on an elevated guideway.

Because it would mix with automobile traffic, the proposed at-grade train would operate at slower
speeds than an entirely elevated train. However, the Craig study proposed an alternative route that
could place more Downtown commuters closer to their destination. The current route of the planned
elevated train travels the periphery of Downtown by running along Nimitz Highway to Halekauwila
Street, then Kapi'olani Boulevard.

Craig proposed a route that would enter Downtown via North King Street to Hotel Street, then makai

on Richards Street to South King Street or Queen Street. Heading 'ewa, the ground-level train would

travel from Kapi'olani Boulevard to South Street, then South Beretania Street to Richards Street, then
reconnect at Hotel Street.

new technology

Modern train technology that doesn't require overhead power lines would allow at-grade trains to travel
primarily along curbside lanes now used by buses, Craig said. Before such technology became
available, a light rail system in Honolulu would have needed to use lanes in the middle of the street.
That would be more detrimental to traffic than running in curb lanes, which already are heavily used by
buses, Craig said.

"Ten years ago they were not able to use the curb lanes for light rail because of the tree cover along
Kapi'olani as well as Dillingham," he said. "With wireless technology you can run in those lanes just as
TheBus does."

Money saved building an at-grade train could be used to build extensions of the East Kapolei to Ala
Moana train into areas such as Waikiki and the University of Hawai'i-M&noa. A reduction in the cost of
the rail project could help the city deal with shortfalls in tax collections needed to pay the city's $4
billion share of the project.

lack of full study

However, the city says a more expensive, all-elevated train would be safer and have a greater
maximum passenger capacity than a ground-level train. An at-grade train also would reduce the
availability of road lanes, which would create greater traffic problems and increase commuting times,

11/23/2009 8:41 AM
ARO00080476
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according to the city.

Craig said the city has not conducted any recent studies to support those contentions. City
transportation Director Wayne Y oshioka was unavailable to comment for this story.

The lack of a more recent city study of an at-grade train has raised questions about whether that
option was adequately studied.

"l think it's been insufficient," said Nishi, of the architects institute. "They're going in one direction, that's
obvious. It doesn't benefit the community."

The city's decision to eliminate at-grade rail options without studying the costs, benefits and
environmental impacts could present problems should opponents try to stop the project via a lawsuit,
Craig and others have said.

City Council members Charles Djou and the late Duke Bainum wrote the U.S. Department of
Transportation in June stating that the city should have studied other transit alternatives as well as
alternate routes.

The concern is that it's impossible to judge whether the current elevated rail and the route are the most
environmentally favorable options unless alternatives are fully studied.

"There has to be a common level — basically an even playing field between the (different) modes up to
the point where you determine which ones are more desirable in terms of the capital investment
required versus the number of passengers carried and their effects on the environment," Craig said.
"The proper procedure is you choose your recommended alternative after you have explored the
options at the (draft environmental impact study) level."

City Council member Okino said the superior performance and environmental benefits of elevated rail
are obvious and don't require further study.

"We could have presented a whole bunch of information that would have shown it very clearly, but
that's hindsight," Okino said. "Even if that's challenged, we can show existing data and studies that
show clearly that there's no comparison, even if it's not Honolulu.

"It's an easy thing to prove."

11/23/2009 8:41 AM
ARO00080477



Star Bulletin

GET funds don't belong to county

The mayor saying the rail tax is off-limits to the Legislature is truly off base. Mufi Hannemann
does not decide what is done with the state tax and cannot encumber anything dealing with the
state, and hopefully never will.

I hope the legislators will send a strong message to the city that the rail is Honolulu's problem,
not the whole state's. If Honolulu wants a rail, let it pay for it. The general excise tax is the state's
money. It should be used for the purposes of the whole state.

M. Simpson
Leeward Oahu

ARO00080478
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do that, and then now with rail, she's going to hold our feet to the fire and ask questions that really
speak to her ignorance of the EIS process," the mayor said.

20f2 11/24/2009 8:17 AM
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Honolulu Weekly

Rail Shibai

November 25, 2009

This letter is in response to the Weekly s transportation story, “On the fast track,” (10/28). For
the naysayers, it is all very well to claim that the Honolulu Rail system as planned is a bit of a
fraud.

It is very easy to reiterate the various rail, bus rapid-transit, magnet-rail, highway, and tollway
options that could have been the finalized product.

However, there are times when rehashing a particular option really is another delaying tactic.
When an alternative is presented at this stage in the process, it becomes extremely suspect.

Upon first examination, the Kamehameha Schools street trolley plan looks nice and invigorating
a blast of fresh air into a seemingly stifling concrete jungle. When fully read, the plan is not so
clear and becomes a bit of a dull read with the regurgitation of unworkable ideas.

Operating a street trolley system as envisioned by the Kamehameha plan is untenable in present-
day Honolulu. The effect upon car and bus traffic would increase congestion not to mention the
problem of potential trolley car collisions.

The only possible way to mitigate this effect would be to carve out exclusive trolley corridors
separated from car and bus traffic as is done with certain sections of Boston’s Green Line or San
Francisco’s Muni system. One must keep in mind that both of those systems run underground to
a great extent when within their respective urban cores. Such a method would not mitigate the
traffic problems on Kapiolani, rather such a reduction in lanes would exacerbate the issue.

The elevated system as proposed by Mayor Mufi Hannemann is a modern system based upon
ideas that have worked well in the past. There are elevated systems in Singapore, Paris, Chicago,
and London. One is able to walk around Paris or London whilst shopping for groceries, dropping
the kids off for childcare or even when seeing one’s dentist. There is no strip mall parking lot to
navigate through. One is able to pop into the L in Chicago and get off at O’Hare airport. Sure,
there are automobile traffic issues, but these are not mixed into the rail system. When there is a
car accident on [-94, you are still able to get across town.

To accomplish the persistent goals of providing an alternative transportation system, getting
people out of their cars, and reducing the amount of potential future traffic congestion, an
elevated system is the most cost-effective method.

We need to stick with the plan that the mayor has proposed. It has been in the planning stages for

over 40 years. It is not something that has been simply trashed together without regard to the
consequences.

AR00080486



Edward Smith
Honolulu
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Midweek.com - Print Mufi’s Deal With Unions Is Smart http://www midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/muifis_deal with ...

This also gives the project the guaranteed continuity it needs to assure the public the rail project is not going to
be marred by labor strife. Similar projects throughout the country have had some bad experiences with labor.
There is one concern not mentioned, although it deserves attention: There is the possibility that Hannemann
may not be sitting in the county driver’s seat when the rail system is under construction. No one can predict who
will be mayor or governor in the midstream of construction. Remember the construction of H-2, and especially
H-3.

As we have seen more often than not, changing the leadership during large public works projects can alter the
eventual outcome of those projects.

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/therightprice_article/mufis_deal with_unions_is_smart/

20f2 11/25/2009 10:24 AM
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No need to worry, City Managing Director Kirk Caldwell opined in a recent op-ed, saying that FTA
consultants reviewed and approved Parsons' work. But all rail projects go through the same review
process. And as the debacle of Tren Urbano reveals, the process is not without its flaws.

Tren Urbano was once hailed by Parsons as one of its top projects. San Juan's politicians were told
that it would cost $1.086 billion to build and carry an average weekday ridership of 110,000 by 2010.

Opened in 2005, the final cost: $2.228 billion (a 105 percent cost overrun); average weekday
ridership (2009): 31,900 (29 percent of original forecast). Tren Urbano is a financial disaster for San
Juan's taxpayers, an embarrassment for Parsons and — as the FTA admitted in testimony before
Congress — an example of a project gone badly.

The mea culpas provide little comfort for San Juan's 2,217,000 residents who are footing the bill. The
irony is that the cost overruns result in higher fees for Parsons, which still gets paid.

The city's $5.5 billion rail system will be the most costly public works project in Hawai'i's history.
Surely, O'ahu's 905,600 residents deserve assurance that their tax dollars are being spent wisely and
prudently. Instead Mayor Hannemann is rushing the rail project through, apparently hoping to begin
construction before he leaves the city to run for governor in 2010 — abandoning the rail project and
leaving the city's looming financial crisis to his unlucky successor.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20091127/OPINION03/911270330/1104/opin... 11/27/2009
AR00080492
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"There has to be a weighing of factors here," she said. "If an above-grade system, heavy rail, costs
$5.5 hillion, and tax revenues have plunged 30 percent in this past October they're going to have to
look at alternatives, just the way every other entity has to look at alternatives since the financial crisis.

"You can't continue on a path when the revenues simply wouldn't be there anymore."

If the city's transit tax collections don't meet expectations and the costs remain the same, the added
burden could fall on taxpayers via an increase in state or county taxes. However, at this point, the city
does not anticipate having to deal with a shortfall. That's because it expects lower transit tax
collections to be offset by lower construction costs and a future economic rebound.

It's unclear whether Lingle's concerns also are partially driven by the March shutdown of the Hawaii
Superferry service. That project initially sidestepped the required environmental impact study only to
be halted by the courts.

Study completed

The city has done an environmental impact study for the train. However, several groups — including
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Kamehameha Schools and the American Institute of
Architects — have expressed concerns that it was inadequate.

Part of the concern is whether the city adequately explored options such as an at-grade train system,
or managed, elevated highway lanes. The last time the city studied the viability of a ground-level train
through Honolulu's urban core was in 1998. Lingle and others have said the 1998 study is outdated.

Lingle also said she wants assurances concerning how much money the federal government will
provide the city to help pay for the train. The city is counting on $1.55 billion in federal funds.
However, the federal government isn't expected to announce how much money it will give the city
until spring 2011.

City spokesman Brennan questioned whether it's appropriate for the state to review a city financial
plan that's already been vetted by the federal government.

The governor's role now is "not a review (of) our finances or whether alternatives (were explored)," he
said. "It's (to determine) are we complying with state environmental law?"

"We're trying to do it by the book," Brennan added. "We shouldn't be faulted for anything, | don't think,
at this point, (because) we are doing an" environmental impact study, he said.

City officials did not respond to questions about what would happen if Lingle does not sign the
environmental impact statement. However, the city already has approved spending $300,000 to fight
off potential legal challenges to the project.

Agencies responded

More than a half dozen state agencies submitted comments and concerns about the city's
environmental impact study last spring. But the comments submitted did not expressly question
whether the city's financial plan was feasible, or why a street-level train was not more rigorously
explored.

Neither Linda Smith, Lingle's senior policy adviser, nor Russell Pang, spokes-man for the governor,
responded to requests for comment.

State transportation Director Brennon Morioka said comments submitted by state agencies were

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20091129/NEWS01/911290384/Reviews+by...  11/29/2009
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limited to addressing how the train would affect each agency. The governor's job is to look at the
broader implications of the project, he said.

As a result, DOT's concerns focused mainly on mitigating impacts on Hono-lulu International Airport
property and state highways.

"Our comments from the agencies are more of a technical nature and (concern) the impacts to our
facilities," Morioka said. "She wants to make sure she knows fully what she's signing off on, and what
the comfort level is that they met all the requirements for the environmental review. She just wants to
do her own due diligence.

"We all know there's a very good possibility of the rail project being taken to court, so | think the more
credibility the document has, the better chance it has in standing up in a court of law."

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20091129/NEWS01/911290384/Reviews+by...  11/29/2009
ARO00080500












































































































